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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 18 
January 2005 has been entered. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 28-45 allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Regarding claims 28-35 and 40-45 the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest a 

method comprising, determining if a sub-block is an edge zone, estimating a first color 
value by averaging 3 of 4 neighboring pixels to produce an average, multiplying the 
average by a value to produce a result and averaging the result with the remaining 
neighbor to obtain an interpolated first color value as claimed. 

Regarding claims 36-39 the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest a method 
comprising: determining if a sub-block is a stripe zone, estimating a first color value by 
averaging first and second neighboring pixels to produce an average, multiplying the 
average by a value to produce a first partial result, producing a second partial result 
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using a third and fourth neighboring pixel, combining the first partial result and the 
second partial result to obtain an interpolated first color value as claimed. 

Although pixel interpolation dependent on whether the pixel of interest is in a 
stripe zone or edge zone is known, see for example Kawamura et al. (US 6,563,537) or 
Cok (US 4,630,307), the method claimed does not appear in the prior art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Conclusion 



4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The following further shows the current state of the art in pixel 
interpolation using edge/stripe/smooth zone detection: 
Chen 

Kohashi et al. 
Bishay et al. 
iv. Aoyama et al. 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy J Henn whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7310. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM. 



US 6,570,616 
US 6,642,960 
US 6,507,364 
US 6,535,651 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wendy R Garber can be reached on (571) 272-7308. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

TJH 

3/10/2005 




